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QESOSA BGT2018 – Rules of the Football Tournament 

 

RULES OF THE FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT 

 

1 GENERAL 

1.1 Unless otherwise stated, the rules of the Hong Kong Football Association 

shall apply. 

1.2 The organizing body of this Tournament is the Queen Elizabeth School Old 

Students’ Association (“OSA”).   

1.3 The OSA reserves the right of final interpretation and modification of these 

rules without prior notice to the participants. 

1.4 The OSA has the right to disqualify a participant who is seriously in breach 

of the rules of this Tournament. 

1.5 OSA has the final decision in the event of any dispute arising in the 

Tournament. 

 

2 ELIGIBILITY OF PARTICIPANTS 

2.1 All old students, current students (except current DSE candidates) and 

current or ex-teaching staff of Queen Elizabeth School are eligible to join 

this Tournament.  A team with members from different FAs (Form 

Association) is allowed. 

2.2 A participant may be required to provide relevant proof to demonstrate 

his/her eligibility. 

2.3 Any player found to be ineligible shall be rejected from the Tournament.  

The result achieved or any award or points received by the team participating 

by this player may be cancelled up to the point of rejection.  The OSA has 

the sole discretion to disqualify the team from the entire Tournament.  The 

application fee for the particular ineligible player and the entire team will not 

be refunded in all circumstances. 

2.4 Each player can only participate in one particular team throughout the 

Tournament.  Multiple entries to different teams may render the player 

being disqualified from the entire Tournament.  The result achieved or any 

award or points received by the teams participating by the relevant player 

may be cancelled up to the point of disqualification. 

2.5 During the preliminary round, new player may be registered prior to the 

commencement of the first group match of his/her joining team upon 

application made to the OSA not less than 15 minutes before the match.  

The rule against multiple entries as stated in 2.4 above shall be observed. 
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3 FORMAT OF COMPETITION AND PRIZES 

3.1 This Tournament is a 7-a-side football competition. 

3.2 There will be three Champion trophies awarded in this Tournament, namely,  

Division A Cup, Division B Cup and Division C Cup. 

3.3 Medals will be presented to the Champions, the 1st and 2nd Runner-up teams 

in each Division. 

3.4 No waiting time will be allowed for late players.  All matches will 

commence at once when there are a minimum of 5 players present in each 

team. 

3.5 Preliminary round 

(a) The 15 participating teams are divided into 3 divisions, namely, 

Division A, Division B and Division C in accordance with the 

average FA seniority of team members.  

(b) Each Division will consists of 5 teams. 

(c) Single round robin schedule will be played within each Division. 

(d) Each match in the preliminary round will play for 50 minutes: 25 

minutes for the first half and 25 minutes for the second half, with a 

5-minute break in between. 

(e) For each match in the preliminary round, the winning team will be 

awarded 3 points and the losing team will be recorded as 0 point.  In 

the event of a tie, each team will be awarded 1 point. 

(f) Any team failing to show up with a minimum of 5 members after 10 

minutes from the scheduled time will be considered as withdrawing 

from the particular match and shall be recorded as 0 point.  The 

Opponent team will be considered the winning team and awarded 3 

points.  The score of the match will be determined as 2:0 for the 

purpose of computation of team position.  If both teams fail to show 

up with a minimum of 5 players, both teams will receive 0 point and 

the score of the match will be determined as 0:0 
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3.6 If two or more teams earn the same points in the preliminary round, their 

group positions will be determined as follows: 

(a) First by goal differences (得失球), being the total goals scored less 

the total goals lost. 

(b) If goal differences are equal, then by total scores (入球總數), i.e. the 

team which scores more goals will rank higher in the Division. 

(c) If the number of goals scored are equal, then by the total points earned 

in the matches between/among the teams tied (對賽成績). 

(d) If the teams are still tied, their positions will be determined by a draw. 

 

3.7 Semi-Finals and Finals 

(a) In each Division, the top 1 team will enter the Champion Match 

directly. Other teams will enter the Semi-Final by ranking.  

Ranked Second and Third will enter the Semi-Final(A), Ranking team 

Fourth and Fifth will enter the Semi-Final(B). 

For knock-out stage’s fixtures, please refer to the schedule released by 

the QESOSA.  

(b) The winning team in the Semi-Final(A) will enter into the Champion 

Match of their respective Division. 

(c) The losing team of the Semi-Final(A) and the winning team in the 

Semi-Final(B) will play the 2nd Running-up Match of their respective 

Division.  

(d) Duration of the match is the same as the Preliminary Round. 

(e) If the match ends in a draw, no extra time will be played.  Each team 

shall assign 5 players (either on the pitch/off the pitch) to take the “9 

yards” shoot-out alternately.  “Sudden Death” rule will be adopted to 

determine the winner if the match is tied after the first 5 shoot-outs.  
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 Knock-out Stage 
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4 REFEREES 

4.1 Referees shall be appointed by the OSA for all matches. 

 

5 Yellow and red cards 

5.1 As a rule, a player who is sent off (i.e. red card) the field of play is suspended 

for the next match. In case of serious offences, the Queen Elizabeth School Old 

Students’ Association is entitled to augment this punishment, including by 

extending it to other competitions. 

 

5.2 In case of repeated cautions: 

a. From the first match in the group stage, a player is suspended for the next 

competition match after two cautions (i.e. two yellow cards) in two different 

matches, as well as following any subsequent dual-numbered caution (forth, 

sixth, etc.).  

b. All yellow cards and pending yellow-card suspensions expire on completion of 

the group stages. They are not carried forward to the knock-out stage. In 

addition, the mechanism of repeated cautions shall apply again in the knock-out 

stage. 

c. Cautions and pending yellow-card suspensions from the competition expire at 

the end of the season. 

 

6 BALLS 

6.1 A match ball will be provided by the OSA in each match. 

 

7 UNIFORM, GEAR AND COMPULSORY PROTECTIVE PAD 

a. Bibs/vests will be provided by OSA where necessary (i.e. teams fail to 

show up with their own uniform) at a charge of HK$20 each and will be 

required to return to OSA after each game.  Bibs/vests will be provided 

at no charge if requested by referees/OSA in case of conflicting uniform 

colors between the participating teams.       

b. Participating teams are required to play in their own uniform. Uniform 

of the team members shall fulfill the following requirements: 

(a) The shirts shall be of the same dominant colour front and back. 

(b) The shorts shall be of the same dominant colour front and back, but not 

necessarily of the same colour as the shirts. 
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(c) Each player shall be numbered on the front and back of his shirt with 

plain numbers of a solid colour contrasting with the colour of the shirt. 

(d) The numbers shall be from 0 to 99 and there cannot be duplicate number 

within the same team. 

(e) The colour of the goalkeeper’s jersey should be prominently different 

from that of the jerseys worn by other players and the referee. 

c. Plastic or rubber spiked shoes are allowed but metallic spiked shoes are 

strictly prohibited.   

d. All players MUST wear protective shin pad.  

e. If it is in the opinion of the referees or OSA that the team jerseys or 

outfits of the player(s) shall cause confusion or are inappropriate, the 

player(s) shall be required to wear the bibs/vests provided by the OSA. 

f. Players shall not wear anything that may cause injury to other players. 

g. The referees shall have the sole discretion to reject any player with 

inappropriate outfit or gear, or is not properly protected. 

 

7 OFF-SIDE RULE AND PLAYER SUBSTITUTION 

a. The “off-side” rule will not be adopted in this Tournament. 

b. There is no limit on substitution of players during a match.  Player who 

has been replaced is allowed to re-enter the match by way of substitution. 

 

8 MISCELLANEOUS 

a. The decision of the referees on the spot will be final and no appeal will 

be accepted.  The spirit of this tournament for old students is 

"Friendship first; competition second". 

b. The team leaders of all teams shall duly complete and submit the list of 

attending players to the Tournament officials for verification 15 minutes 

before the commencement of each match. 

c. Any participant/team that violates these rules or has any misconduct 

which might affect the competition, the OSA has the right to disqualify 

him/her and the entire team from the Tournament and the results he/she 

or the team has achieved will be cancelled. 
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9 TYPHOON & RAINSTORM ARRANGEMENT 

9.1 If typhoon Signal No. 8 or above is hoisted or any Rainstorm Warning 

Signal (Yellow, Red or Black) is issued by the Hong Kong Observatory 

two hours before the time scheduled for the first match on a particular 

match day, all matches for that day will be cancelled and re-scheduled. 

9.2   If typhoon signal No. 8 is lowered to No. 3 two hours before the scheduled 

time of the first match on that day, all matches will be played as scheduled. 

9.3  Team captains and players should check the OSA website (www.qesosa.org) 

and official WhatsApp communication group for the latest updates in the 

event of bad weather condition. 

 

(Version dated 23 Oct 2018) 

 

******************** 


